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He that condemns himself to compose on a stated day, will often bring to 
his task, an attention dissipated, a memory embarrassed, an imagination over- 
whelmed, a mind distracted with anxieties, a body languishing with disease : 
he will labour ena barren topic, till it is too late to change it; or, in the 
ardour of invention, diffuse his thoughts into a wild exuberance, which the 
pressing hour of publicaticn cannot suffer judgment to examine or reduce. 

Dr, Johnson. 


HAVING continued our semi-weekly efforts for half a year, 
and furnished in each number double the quantity of matter 
originally contemplated, we are disposed to think we have 
gone almost far enough. Aman may outlive his own useful- 
ness. The love of novelty is deeply implanted in the human 
heart, and that which is old and familiar, however esteemed, is 
by most of us gladly exchanged for whatever is new. The 
frequent visits of the best friends will in time become so much 
a matter of course, as to be undervalued, and readily postpon- 
ed to the more acceptable calls of a recent acquaintance. 
Although the Microscope has not as yet, so far as we know, 
experienced this treatment; still we have concluded to retreat 
jn season. | 

In the progress of the work, we have endeavoured to 
accommodate it to the public taste, and the wish to please our 
readers has ever been present with us. In our fondest antici- 
pations however, we have never once dreamed of pleasing all. 
A very slight knowledge of mankind was requisite to convince 
us of the prevalence of diversity of taste. And while no char- 
acteristic of our race is more prominent, there is surely none 
that is more benign in its influence upon society. Think, for 
instance, what would be the situation of the world, were all so 
constituted as to choose the same occupation, or profession. 
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Or, to take a more interesting example, should a particular’ 


set of qualities and features in ladies be preferred by all gen- 
tlemen, what would women not blessed with these, say of the 
effects of such a uniformity of taste upon the rest of the sex? 
Or, suppose that all mankind should prefer the same article of 
food ; how deplorable would soon be our condition? Itis then 
we see no unimportant illustration of providential wisdom that 
we are so formed, as to differ in these objects of our choice. 
Thus it is with almost every thing else, that falls within our 
reach; so especially with books, and the subjects upon whieh 
they treat. We have therefore, not even aimed at pleasing all ; 
we knew that such a scheme would be futile, and probably 
more unsuccessful, than any other that could be adopted. But 
we have—and as we think wisely—been more intent upon fol- 
lowing the dictates of our own judgment, than upon listening to 
the conflicting and contradictory exhortations of others. The 
vain desire of giving universal satisfaction In any situation of 
life is delusive as an ignis fatuus, and must be avoided in the 
beginning ; for if once yielded to, the further it is followed, the 
more irretrievable is the delusion. The only sound and ra- 
tional course under any circumstances is previously to weigh 
well the project and coolly to estimate the consequences ; and 
if after such preparatory exercise, the course is entered upon, 
it becomes one to proceed onward without looking either to the 
right hand or to the left, lest his attention should be divided and 
that energy exhausted upon gainsayers, which should have 
been reserved for “ the heat and burthen of the day.” These 
are the considerations, by which our conduct has, in the pres- 
ent instance, to some humble degree at least, been governed : 
with how much success, it is for others to determine; the 
work, such as it is, is now before the publick. 

The encouragement given to the publication has, we are 
pleased to say, already beea nearly sufficient to defray its ex- 
penses ; and this, to those most concerned, is entirely satisfac- 
tory, since the hope of emolument was not the motive that led 
to the undertaking. Our patronage would however, as the 
experience of others abundantly demonstrates, have been far 
greater, had the work been intended to disseminate party false- 














195 


hood, or to deal out sectarian bitterness—to lampoon the wise 
and the good—to laugh at what is sacred and hol¥y or to deck 
in alluring attire the forbidden pleasures of life. 

But our principal and, as we hope, more laudable aim has 
been to divert the publick attention from such unedifying sub- 
jects, by adding to the stock of innocent and rational amuse- 
ment. If our fellow-citizens are too busily occupied in other 
things, or if our country has not yet advanced sufficiently far 
in its literary career, to foster publications like the one, in 
which we have been engaged; we hope the time will come 
when publick favour shall be ready to cheer the Essayist in his 
course, and that we may thus be pioneers to more successful 
American adventurers in this department of the republick of 
letters. 

At the end of literary exhibitions, it is usual to thank the 
audience for their kind attention to the performances; there 
is every reason why we should adhere to this appropriate and 
ancient usage. 

Our subscribers deserve the first place in the expression of 
our obligations. Their friendship has been of the solid aud 
substantial kind; it formsa pleasing contrast to the friendship 
of those, who read every thing, while they pay for nothing— 
whose curiosity leads them to dip into each publication that 
appears, while they have neither sufficient patriotism nor 
publick spirit to encourage any, by contributing to their pecu- 
niary support: Be ye prospered and be ye blessed they say, 
while they retain in a clenched hand the assistance they can 
so easily give. 

It becomes us next to make our acknowledgments to those, 
who—after the rejection of their communications, and that for 
good reasons—have, from the most disinterested motives no 
doubt, roundly anathematized the work and all supposed to be 
concerned in it. 

Nor would we forget such as have, from motives equally 
pure, produced certain potent and redoubtable newspaper 
paragraphs against us, We must entreat pardon for not notic- 
ing their caustic effusions ; surely the man is but poorly em- 
ployed, who consumes his time in exterminating vermin, while 
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niore important matters imperiously demand his attention. 


The opposition of such creatures was not unexpected; had it 
not existed, we should have lacked one important evidence of 
the pungency of the work. The wounded bird flutters, and had 
we not in our own case seen the proverb verified, we should 
not have known but our darts bad all missed taeir aim and 
fallen harmless to the ground. It is further, always to be ex- 
pected, that “ so sure as you catch a gander by the tail, the 
whole flock—geese and goslings—one and all—will of course 
shew a fellow-feeling on the occasion, and begin to cackle, 
like so many devils bewitched.” In this too, we have not 
been disappointed. 

We must not omit to make grateful mention of still another 
class of gentry, for their left-handed patronage in pretending to 
have considerable to do with the work, and for the milk of 
human kindness manifested by them in shewing no objections 
to fathering certain unacknowledged orphan pieces; while 
they have in reality never written a single one, and have had 
no concern whatever in the publication ; the delusion however 
is natural enough, and therefore to some extent excusable. 

But it is time to lay aside the mantle of fiction, and to state 
my real obligations for truly important favours. To Henry E. 
Dwicnut, A. M.; Natuaniet Cuauncey, Ese.; and James 
G. Percivat, M. D., 1 am particularly indebted. Had it not 
heen for the aid originally pledged by the first and confident- 
ly anticipated from the second of these gentlemen, probably 
the work would not have been undertaken ; and had it not 
been for the valuable assistance actually rendered by them 
and by the other gentleman mentioned, it would not have been 
continued thus long; for there are not many individuals, who 
could without assistance, statedly furnisa so large a quantity of 
matter for any length of time. To the above-named gentlemen, 
and io a few other persons of equal respectability, 1am indebted 
forall the communications, that have been published, with the ex- 
ception of a very small number of unimportant ones, received 
through the medium of the box. Inthe merit or demerit of 
the pieces derived from these sources, ] can claim no other 
sbare, than that of having furnished the vehicle, in which they 
have appeared before the publick. 
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Now that we have drawn to aclose, may not that, which 
was at the commencement of the work used as the language of 
promise, be here adopted as the language of fulfilment? The 
pledge then bestowed has, I hope, been redeemed: nothing 
irreligious, immoral, or indelicate has been suffered to stain 
the pages of the Microscope ; and never can it with truth be 
said that its perusal has justly called forth the condemnation 
of the pious, or mantled with a blush of virtuous indignation the 
cheek of the chaste and pure. If the publication has not 
benefitted ; it has not corrupted. If it has not confirmed the 
resolutions, nor quickened the steps of those climbing the steep 
and difficult ascent ; it has notallured to vice: it has not cov- 
ered with flowers, the thorns and daggers planted by Prov- 
idence in the downward road to disgrace and ruin. If it has 
not instructed by its matter, nor pleased by its manner; con- 
science attests to the honesty of the intentions that led to the 
undertaking.—May many abler heads and better hearts arise 
to entertain and enlighten our countrymen through successive 
generations, when the hand that now guides the pen, and the 
eye that reads what is written, shall sleep in the dust. 

Vive et vale. Cornevius Turan. 
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ERRATA. 


In consequence of the haste that must attend the printing of periodical works, 
we have, like most others, been exposed to typographicalerrors. Those that 
materially affect the sense of the passages in which they occur, are the follow- 
ing: the reader will please to correct them with a pen or pencil: 


Vex. I—p. 11, 10th line from bottom, for having read hearing. 

. 16, 7th 1. from top, for conclusion read conclusive. 

- 47, 4th |. from bottom, erase the word was. 

. 56, 2ist |. from top, for than read the. 

. 99, 16th 1. from bottom, for lecaling read evacuating. 
111, 13th |. from top, for commisseration read admiration. 
. 129, 2d |. from top, for measure read rhyme. 

. 135, 10th |. from top, for back read bark. 

143, Ist |. from bottom, between scenes and the, insert the word o// 
. 147, 14th |. from bottom, for succeeding read preceding. 
170, 4th ]. from bottom, fur mucky read muriy. 


Vou. Il—p. 21, 18th |. from bottom, for small read whole. 
p. 126, 7th |. from top, for revelled read revolted. 
p- 128, 4th 1. from bottom, for opens read spreads. 
p. 130, ist |. from bottom, for est read este. 

p- 132, Sth |. from top, for coming read becoming. 
p. 140, 2d 1. from top, for estimate read estimated. 
p- 141, Ist |. from top, erase the word us. 

p. 144, 14th]. from top, for humen read lumen. 
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. INDEX 


To the Essays, &c. in the Microscope. 


AM ATOR—remarks on his communication—WVo. 3. 

AmeELIA and ALonzo—the story of—WVo. 27. 

American Character—traits.w it—their docility—all politicians, &c.—WNo. 25. 

Analogy between the body politic and natural delineated—WVo. 32. 

Angels—their occupations and acquirements—their mental progress—WVos. 4 
and 28. 

Authors, departed ones—their interest in the Microscope—their promises to 
aid it—No. 23. 

Captain Shoulderhoo—sketch of his character—No. 33. 

Criticism—the principles of it—indiscriminate prelerable—NVo. 34. Criticism 
ou Preaching—account of a Society for that purpose—explanation of their 
Constitution—Vo. 10. A meeting of this Society described—the effects of 
this Society—it is contrasted with another Society, of an opposite character 
—NVo. 45. 

Dandies—their own views of themselves, and the end for which they think 
themselves designed—their efforts to please the ladies—JVo. 5. The friend- 
ship of some ladies for them, shewnin a letter from Laura—NVo. 9. Insults 
committed upon them—they form a Club for mutual defence—the members 
alledge their various claims for the Presidency—JVo. 11. Ladies of sense 
disgusted with them—Vo. 14. ‘They are still to be preferred to sentimen- 
tal pedantic gentlemen—the reasons why—No. 15. ‘The mode of pacifying 
the disappointed eandidatfes for the Presidency—the Club united to Free- 
masons, according to the account of one of them—JVo. 20. Their numbers, 
in truth, greatly diminished—.Vo. 38. 

A supposed destitution of Taste in American writers—reasons for this supposi- 
sition—Nos. 14 and 15. 

Diversity of Taste—remarks on—No. 50. 

Dermitories—recommended for sleepers in Church. 46. 

Dryden—introduction to remarks on his poetry—.Vo. 3. The effect of his 
pecuniary circumstances and of the manners of the age upon the moral cha- 
racter of his poetry—his indolence—his imagery—No 6. The disadvanta- 
ges of his confining himself to rhyme—characteristic extracts from his works 
—No. 17. 

Early rising—its importance—Vo. 4. 

English motlos—the propriety of adopting them—Vo. 4. 

EurpHEM1IA—the story of—WVo. 5. 

Exclusive superlatives—frequently used—generally untrue—often give offence— 
are always unnecessary—.V 0. 22. 

Fashionable circles—Ludovico’s account of them—his queries thereon—JVo. 1. 
Reply to him by Amelia—Vo. 24. 

GABRIEL GAp—his biography—Vos. 9, 13, 19, and 47. 

Gulliver, Captain Lemuel—a newly discovered fragment of an aerial voyage 
by him—a part of its contents—JVos. 48 and 49_ 

Heaven—happiness of, resulting from the contemplation of God's character— 
from the increase of holy affections—from the examivation of God's works 
—No. 44. 

Hohenlinden, Campbell’s—a mock critique thereon, tending to show that the 
finest productions can be picked to pieces by criticism—NVo0. 7. The same 
thing illustrated in remarks on Byron’s Lara—Vo. 18. 

Horatro—the story of—JVos. 41 and 42. 

Housewife--sketch of the character of a good one in Mrs. Tidy—WVo. 26. 

Hume's theory respecting virtue, ridiculed—Vo. 16. 

idleness—a loving epistle thereon—vVo. 26. 

Indiscriminate praise and censure—its prevalence—philosophical reasons for it 
—more immediate causes—Vo. 38. 

Literature 4 merican—obstacles that formerly prevented its progress—reasons 
which still exist—evidences, that our countrymen will oze day be distio- 
guished in this department—.Vos. 36 and $7. 
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Ladies, the learned and seniimental—their characters exemplified iu a letter 
from one of each—JVo. 11. 

The literary geutleman’s visit to his country uncle and family—his auot’s skill 
in domestie medicines—Vos. 29 and 30. 

The Mansion oF BLESSEDNESS, and the Patus that conduct thither—an 
Allegory—NVo. 43. Remarks on the same—NVo, 44. 

Tue Microscore—origin of the name—ils object, and plan—Vo. 1. Its re- 
ception—the conduct of the editors thereen—WVo. 2. Inquiries concerning 
its object, by Querist—NVo.2. Reply to Querist—Vo. 3.—Its style—WVo. 
34. Further remarks on its object—its success, and its eonclusioa—JVo. 50. 

Morbid Sensibility——the te ily of its indulgence—JVo. 32. 

M usic—remarks ona—V0. 39. 

Ovivra—the story of—Vo. i0. 

On the propriety of the introduction of Angels in works of fiction, in reply toa 
Subseriber—No. 6. 

Readers—great ones—their character and conduct—such persons, contrasted 
with Florio—Vo. 39. 

The Rerustic oF Lerrers—an Allegory—Vo. 31. 

Ribs, petition of-—No. 23. 

Scandal, delineated—a specimen of one not disposed to this vice found in Po- 
lonius—NVo. 8. Remarks on the same subject—WVo. 13. 

She-Politician—-sketch of one in Mrs. Busybody, No. 25. 

Studious habits, men of——why often not acceptable in mixed circles—No. 24. 

Style—divided into the logical and the rbetorical, and the qualities of each— 
Nos. 14and 15. ‘The disadvantages of these qualities, so far as we regard 
the opinion of the populace—WVo. 34. 

The VALE oF DgAatu—an Allegory-—Vo. 12. 

Western Country—description of those in humble circumstances in Ohio, in a 
letter—NVo. 18. 

W omen—existing prejudices against the cultivation of their talents—the deli- 
cacy of their character prey: ats them from surmounting the obstacles to 
their progress—NVo. 22. Reasons assigned for their actual inferiority— 
wealth and beauty preferred by gentlemen, to moral and mental worth— 
No, 35. 


INDEX TO THE POETRY. 


‘ ADIEU, my love—my Sarah dear,” No. 38 
Anniversary Ode, supposed to have been sung at Niagara Falls, . 15 
The Battie of New-Orleang, 25 
A Birth-dag reilection, a0 
Death of Lawrence, 20 
An Elegy, 43 
The Eye-lid, Or 
Farewell to my Lyre, 4c 
‘6 The fairest rose is far awa’~-” 14 
Fancy-—fragment of an Ode to 14 
The Flower of the Valley—a song, 2 
Fox Melody—a song, 12 


* The Fourth of July,” 


u 
~~ 





The Galley Slave, 17 
Hope—a Fragment, G 
Impromptu—on taking leave of some female friends just at evening, 28 
Impromptu-——on seeing a man with a red oose drink cut of a bottle in- 

stead of a glass, \4 
On the Lake in Vermont that was drained by the bursting of one of its - 

banks, 3S 
The late Emperor of France, 6 
Lines addressed to Miss , on preaenting her with a rose, 23 
Liaes addressed to Miss J. W. . 44 
Lines on the suddea death of a young lady, 34 


Lines on hearing a young lady sing in the tower of Monteviedo,. 13 
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Lines on a lady who was drowned while bathing, 


Lines on a particular occasion, 


Lines suggested by the story of Olivia, 


Loch Maree, 

Melancholy—an Ode to 

Mental Beauty, 

The Mermaid, 

The Mocking-Bird, 

Musick—an Ode to 

The parting of William and Mary, 
Perry’s Victory on Lake Erie, 
Rupert and Asteria——a tale, 

** Sarah, my fair,” 


** By the side of a streamlet that rippled along,” 


““Smok’em, toast’em, roast’em,” 
The Suicide, 

Sonnets, 

The Tamborine, 


Thoughts suggested by a view of the Firmament at night, 


The ‘op of the Wave—a song, 
Translation of a Latin distich, 
The Tree-Toad—a song, 

A tribute to the brave, 

The Violet, 

A Vision of Parnassus, 

The Virtuous Wife, 


INDEX 


To all the signatures in the Microscope‘ oth the Prose and Poetry. 


Admonitor, Vol. Il. page 135 
Albert, , 144 
Alcander, if, 144 
Alexis, il. 47 

’ . 48, 72, 104, 120, 192 
Alfred, jt. ° ” 64, 119, 192 
Allegoricus, I, 89 
Amelia, [. 192 
Anticalumniator, I. 64 
Azrael, ; ; _ 

, If. 24 
C. l. 72, 104, 112, 200 
C.C. If. 109 

. [. 71, 103 
C.E. 1k 24, 152 
Caroliniensis, Il. 136 
Cleomenes, I, 180 
Cleon, If, 56 
Concinnus, I. 37, 85, 160 
Curio, if. 152 
D. [. 104 
Denni- 2nd. I 143 
Discretion, I. 77 

: . 134, 144 
magne iL 32, 63 
Edwin, I. 183 
Emma, i. 40 
Ephebus, Il. 176 
Eugenius, If. 16 
A Friend, Il. 68 
G. H, I, 183 





Vo. 17 
OO 

3 

47 

7 

AS 

33 

42 

4+ 

9 

39 

40 

18 

38 

2 & 16 
21 & 22 
13, 18, 28 & 37 
3t 

16 

9 

43 

47 

9 

24 

47 

35 


H. Vol. I. p. 112, 136, 144 
Homespun, Ruth, I. 32 
Honorta, 40, 88 
Horativ, if. 80 
Jonathan, Il. 168 
Keene, Peter If. 55 
Laura, I. 70 
Lookout, Simon i. 36 
Lucy, I. 111 
Ludovico, I, 133 
Menelaus, if. AS, 72, 144 
Miles, if. 61 
E. Montague, I. 141 
Morpheus, 1, 126 
A Mother, I. 152 
One, if. 101 
Perilla, - 175 
Philoclericus, ; - Ps 
Querist, I, 13 
Scriblerus, Martinus, jr. [. 54 
Serena, If, 78 
Smoker, I. 1S, 23, 128 
Steadfast, Timothy II. & 
Strephon, Hi. 72 
A Subscriber, I. 22, 46, 64 
A Subscriberess, I. 119 
Theodore, Hi. 88, 104, 128 
Urania, I 136 
Yalensis, I. 101 
Wagstaff, I, 112 
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